
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Making Lent a Good One 

 

     This is the second day of Lent. Only 39 more days to go! Still, it’s only the beginning, 

isn’t it?  

     I have found from experience that when I begin something, I am usually full of pep, 

vim and vigor. And I say to myself, “I am going to make this venture a success.”  At 

least that is what I tell myself. Nothing is going to stop me! Nothing is going to change 

my mid! What I have begun, I am going to finish. And I am going to do it in style. 

     Now in the past I have to admit I have given up on some things I started. But THIS 

time it is not going to be that way. Nothing is going to stop me from making this a good 

Lent. And I hope all of you are saying the very same thing. 

     That being the case, I want you to get back to me in two or three weeks and ask me 

how I am feeling about this matter. Sticking to what we have started and carrying it 

through to completion is not our ordinary way of acting. We are a race of strong starters 

but weak finishers. That is why we may not do too well if we were to go to the 

Olympics. 

     I am sure you are all aware of the quote from Jesus which says: “Many are called but 

few are chosen.” Well, today you can quote me as saying: “Many of us begin well but 

few of us make it to the finish line in style.” I think that same thing can be said about 

Lent.  

     We begin strong. But after a while, we lose our enthusiasm and just plain tucker out. 

Then for some of us we happily get back on board on Holy Thursday and Good Friday. 

BUT…in between…well, I wonder just how well we will do. 

     Today Jesus tells us: “Whoever wishes to be my follower must deny his very self, 

take up his cross each day and follow in my footsteps.” EACH DAY. Those are the key 

words. One day at a time.  

     Let’s make this Lent a good one. One to remember. And we do that one day at a 

time. 

     

 


